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General InformationGeneral Information
TexasTexas
2002 2002 --2005 2005 
Harris County Toll Road AuthorityHarris County Toll Road Authority
•• WestparkWestpark TollwayTollway
•• Maintains & Operates TollwayMaintains & Operates Tollway

Fort Bends County Toll Road Authority Fort Bends County Toll Road Authority 
•• Fort Bend Fort Bend WestparkWestpark TollwayTollway

Funded Funded 
•• Existing Toll Road FundsExisting Toll Road Funds
•• Bond SalesBond Sales



20 miles20 miles
•• WestparkWestpark Tollway Tollway –– 14 miles14 miles
•• Fort Bend Fort Bend WestparkWestpark Tollway Tollway –– 6 miles6 miles

Approximately 46 Million UsersApproximately 46 Million Users
Electronic TollwayElectronic Tollway
•• EZ Tag, EZ Tag, TollTagTollTag, & , & TxTagTxTag

WestparkWestpark SpecificationsSpecifications



WestparkWestpark MapMap

Grand Parkway to IGrand Parkway to I--610610



CostCost

260 Million Dollars260 Million Dollars
Tollway CostTollway Cost
•• Axle AmountAxle Amount
•• SectionsSections

2 Axle Total Cost2 Axle Total Cost
•• West Bound West Bound -- $5.40$5.40
•• East Bound East Bound -- $6.40$6.40



East Bound: I-10 to Grand Parkway



Project Use and Social BenefitsProject Use and Social Benefits
Used as a limitedUsed as a limited--access toll access toll 
road; restricted to vehicles road; restricted to vehicles 
having a transponder unit having a transponder unit 
attachedattached
Uptown Houston is the second Uptown Houston is the second 
largest business district in largest business district in 
Houston and hosts nearly Houston and hosts nearly 
200,000 office workers and 200,000 office workers and 
shoppers each dayshoppers each day
Rapidly growing west and Rapidly growing west and 
southwest Houston southwest Houston 
communities receive direct communities receive direct 
and exclusive access to the and exclusive access to the 
central part of the city, central part of the city, 
including Uptown Houstonincluding Uptown Houston



Economic BenefitsEconomic Benefits
Total revenues:Total revenues:

$292,193,930 (2004 fiscal year)$292,193,930 (2004 fiscal year)
$336,552,690 (2005 fiscal year)$336,552,690 (2005 fiscal year)
$373,271,267 (2006 fiscal year)$373,271,267 (2006 fiscal year)
$437,860,519 (2007 fiscal year)$437,860,519 (2007 fiscal year)
$487,129,967 (2008 fiscal year)$487,129,967 (2008 fiscal year)

Portions of the revenues Portions of the revenues 
collected are used to pay back collected are used to pay back 
the bond that financed the the bond that financed the 
construction of the tollways construction of the tollways 
within Harris County and within Harris County and 
maintenancemaintenance
Major county industries (i.e. Major county industries (i.e. 
manufacturing, shipping, and manufacturing, shipping, and 
tourism) benefit from the tourism) benefit from the 
tollwaytollway



Awards and InnovationsAwards and Innovations
2005 2005 –– International Bridge, International Bridge, 
Tunnel and Turnpike Association Tunnel and Turnpike Association 
PresidentPresident’’s Award for Technologys Award for Technology
•• First allFirst all--electronic toll roadelectronic toll road
•• Toll plazas are equipped with TAG Toll plazas are equipped with TAG 

readers, violation lights, and readers, violation lights, and 
camerascameras

•• Transponder units (EZ Transponder units (EZ TAGsTAGs) ) 
adhere to the inside of the adhere to the inside of the 
windshieldwindshield

Electronically deducts tollsElectronically deducts tolls
PrePre--paid and rechargeablepaid and rechargeable

•• Provides a safer toll roadProvides a safer toll road
•• Allows for nonAllows for non--stop, highway stop, highway 

speed travelspeed travel



Awards and InnovationsAwards and Innovations
2007 2007 –– Texas Outstanding Civil Texas Outstanding Civil 
Engineering Achievement AwardEngineering Achievement Award
•• Electronic toll systemElectronic toll system
•• Limited width of the rightLimited width of the right--ofof--wayway

Constructed many types of retaining wallsConstructed many types of retaining walls
•• Mechanically stabilized with geo piersMechanically stabilized with geo piers
•• Depressed retaining walls with compression strutsDepressed retaining walls with compression struts
•• Drilled shafts, sheet piles, tieDrilled shafts, sheet piles, tie--backsbacks

•• Over 300 utility conflictsOver 300 utility conflicts
Installed conduits between drill shafts and through Installed conduits between drill shafts and through 
bridgesbridges
Pave over existing utilitiesPave over existing utilities



Technical IssuesTechnical Issues
Two Large CracksTwo Large Cracks
•• 300 feet and 100 feet long300 feet and 100 feet long
•• Possibly caused by soil erosion from problems Possibly caused by soil erosion from problems 

with the detention basinwith the detention basin
•• Repair Cost ~ $2 millionRepair Cost ~ $2 million

Drainage ProblemDrainage Problem
•• Cause is unknownCause is unknown
•• Roadway is constantly wetRoadway is constantly wet
•• Depressed sectionDepressed section
•• Water table rise, groundwater leakage, nearby Water table rise, groundwater leakage, nearby 

lakelake



Technical IssuesTechnical Issues

Drainage ProblemDrainage Problem
•• Wetness has caused Wetness has caused 

accidentsaccidents
•• Section has to be Section has to be 

redone, leading to redone, leading to 
closureclosure

•• Repair cost ~$3.1 Repair cost ~$3.1 
millionmillion



Social and Policy IssuesSocial and Policy Issues
Repairs and ReconstructionRepairs and Reconstruction
•• No authorization without explanationNo authorization without explanation
•• Close two sections of Close two sections of tollwaytollway for 45 daysfor 45 days
Toll IncreaseToll Increase
•• 2007 2007 –– Suggestion to double the toll during Suggestion to double the toll during 

peak hours to peak hours to ““decongestdecongest”” was cancelledwas cancelled
•• But $0.25 increase implemented for all toll But $0.25 increase implemented for all toll 

roads in Houstonroads in Houston
EZ EZ TAGsTAGs
•• OutOut--ofof--state travelersstate travelers
•• Lack on informationLack on information
•• Situation has improvedSituation has improved



Thank You!Thank You!
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