
Recycling Glass for Hawaii

Brief:

Reduce - Reuse - Recycle has never been so important. Developed countries around the world are 
aiming at forming closed loop recycling systems - where all metal, plastic and glass are endlessly 
recycled. The US recycling rates are at 35% while some of EU countries are above 80%. The numbers 
are even worse for glass, which can be endlessly recycled without loss of quality or performance.

Glass recycling has technological, logistical and social challenges. One of these challenges is to clean, 
color sort and crush glass for recycling. Clean sorted glass cullets (crushed glass) are worth more on the 
recyclables market, and has better chance of being on the shelf once again. Your challenge is to achieve 
this locally in an environmentally safe, economically viable and acceptable way. You can choose to 
perform one or all (cleaning, color sorting, crushing) of the processes. This will save the tax payers 
money, create jobs and have a positive impact on our environment. 

Non-deposit glass (imagine sauce bottles, jam bottles, wine bottles) are collected (curbside, retailers, 
restaurants) and moved to recycling centers. Here they are processed and shipped off to the mainland for 
recycling in glass furnaces. The weight is about 30,000 tons annually! Remember that the solution you 
create can be for consumers to recycling centers.

Guidelines for Materials/Deliverables :

You will need a energetic team ready to dive in, get dirty and develop a solution! You can present your 
concepts (with visual aids and/or physical looks-like / works-like prototypes) at the event accompanied by 
short answers to these questions. 

1. The Nutshell: In plain language, tell us what your project is, what it does, and what it’s comprised of.

2. The Intent: What point of view did you bring to the project, and were there additional criteria that you 
added to the brief?

3. The Process: Describe the rigor that informed your project. (Research, ethnography, subject matter 
experts, materials exploration, technology, iteration, testing, etc., as applicable.) What stakeholder 
interests did you consider? (Audience, business, organization, labor, manufacturing, distribution, etc., 
as applicable)

4. The Value: How does your project earn its keep in the world? What is its value? What is its impact? 
(Social, educational, economic, paradigm-shifting, sustainable, environmental, cultural, gladdening, 
etc.)

Maximum number of teams that are able to participate: Five

Maximum number of students per team : 4-6

Budget: Oceanit will provide a maximum reimbursement of $100 per team for materials.

Name of the contact person: Raviraj Pare; email: rpare@oceanit.com
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